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used good manuscripts of these writers. Many minor im-
provements of a textual kind will be found in other parts
of the collection; the translations have been carefully
corrected; the glossary has been enlarged. In dealing with
the general introduction, and the prefatory notes, the editor
has refrained, as far as possible, from altering the ipsissima
verba of Stubbs. He has corrected statements which the
researches of forty years have disproved ; but these are
wonderfully few in number. He has added some footnotes
referring to more recent literature; and he has occasionally
inserted a few sentences where his experience as a teacher
suggested that further explanations would be useful to the
student.

One class of changes, however, calls for further explanation.
This edition omits about a hundred pages of the original
authorities, as given in the edition of 1895 ; and it adds
about forty pages of new material. These changes have been
made to bring the book into line with the trend of modern
studies. The antiquities of the Exchequer and the Assizes
of Watch and Ward, to take only two examples, were illus-
trated at excessive length in the original work. Much of the
Dialogus has been omitted, with the less compunction since
a modern edition is now available ; and the number of the
documents illustrating the details of thirteenth-century ad-
ministration has been reduced. Only a few passages from
that curious jeit d* esprit, the Modus Tenendi Parliamentum,
have been allowed to stand, since the disparaging estimate
of Stubbs has been more than confirmed by later criticism.
On the other hand more prominence has been given to town
charters, to laws and to law-books. In particular a small
selection of passages from Bracton has been added ; and
extracts are given from laws of Edward I which Stubbs
unaccountably passed over. A few documents discovered
since 1873 have also been inserted ; for example the summons
of the Third Estate to the first parliament of Edward I, and